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“Be Great Challenge”  Amazing Stories Made Possible By Your Gifts!

FFor the second year in a row, a generous donor provided a $25,000 Challenge, 
encouraging donors to match his gift and provide $50,000 to benefit all 27 LA 

County Alliance Clubs. Here are just a few of the great, heart-warming stories of how 
last year’s challenge gifts were used to help kids and their families.

From the Antelope Valley Club:  ��the family was living in an abandoned 
building. No electricity, no water, dirt �oors, no glass in the windows�subsisting 
on any work the parents could �nd��

Be Great Challenge funds provided:Be Great Challenge funds provided:  Temporary housing for the family plus an after-
school job for the oldest daughter as a program assistant at the Club; Club staff are also 
working with her to get scholarships to the local junior college – she will be the first in 
her family to ever attend!

From the Watts/Willowbrook Club:  �Charlene found a haven at the Club 
and participated in every Club program, but one day she approached the Club 
Director in tears.  She and her brother were being taken out of the care of their 

From From 
Dave’s Dave’s 
DeskDesk

How Do We 
Know It Works?

The Director of one of 
our Clubs asked a great 
question: How do we 
measure the impact we 
have on the lives of the 
kids we serve?

Is it the 105,000 kids who 
are Club members? How 
about the 50,000+ boys 
and girls doing an hour 
of homework each day 
as part of Power Hour? 
Or the thousands of high 
school seniors who not 
only graduated this spring 
but are in college right 
now thanks to our College 
Bound Program?

Is success the number 
of kids who take part 
in soccer, basketball 
and baseball leagues at 
their local Clubs? Or is 
it individuals reaching 
out to others in their 
communities – students 
like Daniel from Palos 
Verdes who got together 
with fellow students to 
tutor at the Compton 
Adult School?  

I think it’s all of these:  
the Clubs, the activities, 
the kids, the staff and the 
community – and thanks 
to you, they all help kids 
“Be Great!” 
  

David Walker
Director, LA County  
Alliance of Boys & Girls 
Clubs
e-mail: DWalker@BGCA.org
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Disney’s Friends for Change:  Disney’s Friends for Change:  
Project Green Project Green Inspiring Kids to Help the Planet

CC lub members all 
over Los Angeles 

County are learning 
practical ways to help the 
environment. They will 
also have the opportunity 
to help Disney decide how 
$1 million in donations 
to various environmental 
causes will be distributed 
over the next year!

As part of Disney’s Friends 
for Change: Project Green, 
Club members are also 
submitting their own ideas 
for greening their own 
Clubs and communities.

The Boys & Girls Club 
of Gardena Gateway 

wants to do neighborhood 
graffiti cleanup and plant 
drought-resistant plants in 
the Club garden; the 
East LA Boys & Girls 
Club is proposing a 
neighborhood recycling 
project and a system to 
capture rain water for 
the Club’s garden.

Members of the Rio 
Hondo, Pomona and 
Antelope Valley Clubs 
want to create community 
gardens, and members at 
the Watts/Willowbrook 
Boys & Girls Club want 
to start a solar garden at 

FFour students from the 
Boys & Girls Club 

of Venice will receive 
$2,000 merit-based 
scholarships from the 
Wise Family Foundation, 
established by former 
Board President Michael 
Wise…the Club has 
also received a $5,000 
contribution from the 
Walt Disney Company.

The Boys & Girls Club 
of Carson received a 
$40,000 grant from the 
Ahmanson Foundation to 
purchase a badly-needed 
new van!

The West Valley Boys 
& Girls Club was 
the recipient of four 
Non-Profit Leadership 
awards from the San 
Fernando Valley Business 
Journal, including Best 
Community Organization 
and Best Not-for-Profit 
CEO, Club President Jan 
Sobel.

   The    The 
Club SceneClub Scene

Using simple paper straws and 
glue, members of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Long Beach built 
3-dimensional figures including 
homes, buildings and these 
“handsome” glasses as part of an 
architectural art project.

the Club.
Each of these exciting, 
worthwhile projects will 
be funded by Disney 
through Project Green 
mini-grants of $500  
per Club!

In addition, one Club with 
a special environmental 

story will have the 
opportunity to participate 
in a public service 
announcement that will 
be featured on the Disney 
Friends for Change: 
Project Green website.

grandmother who was abusive�they would be separated with her brother placed 
with an aunt and Charlene in foster care��

Be Great Challenge funds helped provide:Be Great Challenge funds helped provide:  Money to assist Charlene’s aunt with rent, 
food and clothing for the children.  This allowed her to care for both of them and kept 
Charlene and her brother together!

From the Challengers Club:  �For many members, the Club community is their 
family�one family lost their house to a �re that started in a space heater�all of 
their personal belongings and furniture were destroyed�to make matters worse, 
the single mother lost her job��

Be Great Challenge funds provided:Be Great Challenge funds provided:  Temporary shelter for the family until they 
could find other housing and gift cards which enabled the entire family to shop for 
clothing and shoes.

Please support the Challenge this year so we can help even more urgent needs!

Baldwin Park		  East Valley Boys & Girls Club
Bell Gardens 		  Rio Hondo Boys & Girls Club
Burbank			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Burbank and Greater East Valley
Canoga Park		   	 West Valley Boys & Girls Club		
Carson			   Boys & Girls Club of Carson
El Monte			   Boys & Girls Club of San Gabriel Valley
Harbor City/Gardena		  Boys & Girls Club of the South Bay
Hollywood			   Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood
Long Beach			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Long Beach
Los Angeles/Boyle Heights	 Salesian Boys & Girls Club of Los Angeles  
Los Angeles/Boyle Heights	 Variety Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/East LA		  East Los Angeles Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/Lincoln Heights	 Los Angeles Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/South		  Challengers Boys & Girls Clubs
Malibu			   Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Teen Center
Monrovia			   Boys & Girls Clubs of the Foothills	
Monterey Park		  West San Gabriel Valley Boys & Girls Club
Pacoima			   Boys & Girls Club of San Fernando Valley
Palmdale/Lancaster		  Antelope Valley Boys & Girls Clubs
Pasadena			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Pasadena
Pomona			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley
San Pedro/Wilmington		  Boys & Girls Clubs of Los Angeles Harbor
Santa Clarita		  Santa Clarita Valley Boys & Girls Club
Santa Monica		  Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica
Venice			   Boys & Girls Club of Venice 
Watts/Willowbrook		  Watts/Willowbrook Boys & Girls Club
Whittier			   Boys & Girls Club of Whittier

Location			   Alliance Member ClubLocation			   Alliance Member Club

Thanks to your support, these Boys Thanks to your support, these Boys && Girls  Girls 
Clubs help save young lives.Clubs help save young lives.

Basketball Fan Challenge Benefits Local ClubsBasketball Fan Challenge Benefits Local Clubs

LLos Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa 

and Boston Mayor 
Thomas Menino brought 
a new twist to the 
excitement surrounding 
the NBA Finals. 

In the spirit of LA Lakers 
vs. Boston Celtics, both 
mayors challenged their 
communities to raise 
money to benefit their 
local Boys & Girls Clubs 
through the Basketball 
Fan Challenge. 

The stakes were raised 
even higher when 
OneWest Bank tossed out 
the match 
for the 
Challenge, 
which 
propelled the Fan 
Challenge to greater 
heights.

Through their website,  
www.BeGreatLA.org, 
mobile giving, Facebook 
page and Twitter updates, 

the excitement and 
the donations kept on 
growing. After the final 
game was played, the LA 
County Alliance of Boys 
& Girls Clubs raised over 
$300,000 through the 
Basketball Fan Challenge! 
Thank you for making a 
difference!
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