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1,000+ teens from 27 LA 
County Boys & Girls Clubs 
took part in the first-ever 
Teen Summit held at the 
University of Southern 
California. According to 
David Walker, Director of 
the Boys & Girls Clubs 
LA County Alliance, the 
event’s theme, BE GREAT, 
was designed to inspire 
and motivate young 
people by providing the 
knowledge, tools and 
resources they need to 
make changes in their 
own lives and changes in 
the communities around 
them. Special guests at the 
day-long event included 
Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa; 
Madeline Salazar, 2009 
BGCA California Youth 
of the Year; George Borst, 
President & CEO of Toyota 
Financial Services, Celeste 
Alleyne of Microsoft; 
and Joan McCarthy of 
Walt Disney Co. Other 
sponsors included Taco 
Bell, Domino’s Pizza and 
Pacsun.

1,000 Teens  
Attend BGCA 
“BE GREAT” 
Summit at USC

Matching Gifts
Many companies will match employee contributions, sometimes dollar-for-dollar! This 

results in a substantial increase in the value of your gift. If your employer offers such a 
program, ask for a matching gift form and mail it with your donation. We’ll do the rest!

To learn more about the members and activities at your local Boys & Girls Club, 
visit our website at www.bgca.org/LA.

From 
Dave’s 
Desk

BE GREAT. 
GRADUATE.

Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America recently 
conducted a survey of 
1,000 teens to learn about 
their concerns and hopes 
for the future, and we 
learned that they have 
a strong concern about 
getting a college education 
and career training.

Seventy-four percent of 
those surveyed know 
someone who has dropped 
out of high school. Nearly 
half said the biggest 
obstacle in going to college 
is cost. And “training for 
real life jobs” was the #1 
response (32%) to the 
question “What does your 
school need more of?” 

That’s why every Boys 
& Girls Club offers 
encouragement through 
the programs you’ll read 
about in this issue of 
Clubhouse News: Power 
Hour, scholarships, 
advanced technology, and 
tutoring.

Please continue to 
encourage young people to 
BE GREAT by supporting 
the academic programs at 
your local Boys & Girls 
Club. Thank you!  

David Walker
Director, LA County  
Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs
e-mail: DWalker@BGCA.org
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Baldwin Park			   East Valley Boys & Girls Club
Bell Gardens 			   Rio Hondo Boys & Girls Club
Burbank				   Boys & Girls Clubs of Burbank and Greater East Valley
Canoga Park			   West Valley Boys & Girls Club		
Carson				    Boys & Girls Club of Carson
El Monte			   Boys & Girls Club of San Gabriel Valley
Harbor City/Gardena		  Boys & Girls Club of the South Bay
Hollywood			   Boys & Girls Club of Hollywood
Long Beach			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Long Beach
Los Angeles/Boyle Heights	 Salesian Boys & Girls Club of Los Angeles  
Los Angeles/Boyle Heights	 Variety Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/East LA		  East Los Angeles Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/Lincoln Heights	 Los Angeles Boys & Girls Club
Los Angeles/South		  Challengers Boys & Girls Clubs
Malibu				    Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Teen Center
Monrovia			   Boys & Girls Clubs of the Foothills	
Monterey Park			   West San Gabriel Valley Boys & Girls Club
Pacoima				   Boys & Girls Club of San Fernando Valley
Palmdale/Lancaster		  Antelope Valley Boys & Girls Clubs
Pasadena			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Pasadena
Pomona				   Boys & Girls Clubs of Pomona Valley
San Pedro/Wilmington		  Boys & Girls Clubs of Los Angeles Harbor
Santa Clarita			   Santa Clarita Valley Boys & Girls Club
Santa Monica			   Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica
Venice				    Boys & Girls Club of Venice 
Watts/Willowbrook		  Watts/Willowbrook Boys & Girls Club
Whittier				   Boys & Girls Club of Whittier

Location				   Alliance Member Club

Thanks to your support, 
these Boys & Girls Clubs help save young lives.

Clubs to Enhance Power Hour Programs

In response to a call 
for more effective 

homework assistance 
programs for low-income 
youth, Charity Projects 
Entertainment Fund 
(“Idol Gives Back”) is 
providing $25,000 grants 
to support the continued 
implementation of Power 
Hour in 180 Boys & Girls 
Clubs in communities with 
high poverty rates across 
the country. 

One local beneficiary is 
the Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club in the City Terrace 
area of downtown Los 
Angeles. “We are grateful 
to Charity Projects 
Entertainment Fund for 
enabling us to continue to 
utilize such a high-quality 

homework assistance 
program like Power 
Hour,” says Executive 
Director Juan Guerra. “So 
many of the children we 
serve simply do not have 

access to the resources 
necessary for successful 
homework completion, 
which is critical to their 
academic success.”

Recent studies conducted 
by the U.S. Justice and 

Education Departments 
have reported that 
“children who are left 
alone when school ends 
have more difficulties with 
their class work than those 

who participate 
in after-school 
programs. Not 
only is the 
latter group of 
students more 
likely to succeed 
academically, 
they are also 
much more self-

confident.” Other studies 
have linked after-school 
homework assistance 
programs to improved 
behavior at school and an 
overall increased interest in 
learning. 

The California Office 
of Emergency 

Services has selected the 
Los Angeles Boys & Girls 
Club as one of 13 social 
service organizations in 
the state of California 
to receive a special gang 
prevention grant.

Serving youngsters in 
Northeast Los Angeles, 
the Club is located within 
the LAPD Hollenbeck 
Division, the area of the 
city which has the largest 
concentration of gang 
members and bears the 
greatest brunt of gang-
related homicides and 
crime in the city of Los 
Angeles.
 
“The Club serves an area 
of high poverty, significant 
school drop-out rates 
and high gang activity,” 
says Juana Lambert, 
executive director. “For 
over 50 years we have 
provided a safe haven 
in this community and 
enjoy a high degree of 
family trust. But we have 
to do more to fight the 
increasing sophistication 
of the gangs. Over 40% 
of the crime in this region 

has been attributed to 
gang activity, and there 
is a high percentage of 
multigenerational gang 

affiliation. We need to 
work at breaking this 
cycle.”
 
The Club will utilize 
the $160,000 grant 
to implement a gang 
prevention program called 
GPTTO (Gang Prevention 
Through Targeted 
Outreach). Developed by 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America in conjunction 
with the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, this program 
is designed to help youth 
successfully resist gang 
recruitment techniques by 
involving them in positive 
programs and activities. 
The program includes 
character development 

and leadership, fitness and 
recreation, life skills and 
positive socialization. In 
addition, a case manager 
and mentor system will 
work to replace the sense 
of family that gangs offer.
 “The Los Angeles 
Boys & Girls Club was 
founded in 1944 to 
inspire and enable all 
young people, especially 
those of disadvantaged 
circumstances, to realize 
their full potential as 
productive, responsible 
and caring citizens,” 
says Greg McClintock, 
President of the Club’s 
Board of Directors. “This 
grant will provide a strong 
tool to help us achieve 
that goal.”

Gang Prevention a Top Priority 



Designed by Microsoft 
and the Oscar de 

la Hoya Foundation, the 
Teen Tech Challenge 
competition is intended 
to spur interest in 
technology-related jobs 
and to reward teens for 
their commitment to 
the sciences. More than 
200 students ranging in 
age from 13 to 21 were 
given the opportunity to 
compete in photography, 
short film, or web-based 
game challenges.

“When I was growing 
up I didn’t have these 
opportunities that 
Microsoft has made 
possible,” Oympic gold 
medalist and boxing 
legend de la Hoya says. 
“For me it was boxing . . . 
nowadays kids don’t want 
to be athletes. They want 
to be doctors, inventors 
and businessmen.”

“This is why it’s so 
important to make the 
resources available for 
young students to give 
them a head start to be 
successful in life and 
realize their potential.”

Microsoft Western Region 
Citizenship Director 

De la Hoya and Microsoft Get 
Teens into the Technology Ring

East LA Teen Wins CA  
Youth of the Year Award

ESPN Features 
BGCA Member

San Fernando 
Members Win 
City of LA 
Contest

 
BE GREAT!

Los Angeles County Alliance
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
4201 Long Beach Blvd., Suite 101
Long Beach, CA 90807

Celeste Alleyen of Microsoft and Oscar de la Hoya congratulate winners 
Celestine Sanchez and Stephany Medina, members of the winning Boys 
& Girls Club of East LA Kidz team whose video focused on three teens 
and how the Club has changed their views of their future. Also pictured: 
East LA Club staff members Anna Araujo and Jose Brrza. 
Photo by Angela Daves Haley.
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Celeste Alleyne says, 
“These young students 
are the future. We want to 
do all we can to prepare 
and give students the 
opportunity to succeed 
and get young people 
thinking about their 
futures.”

School, Madeline is a 
member of the school’s 
Varsity Cross Country 
team, Track and Field 
team and maintains 
a 4.55 GPA. She was 
valedictorian for the class 
of 2009 and plans to 
attend M.I.T., where she 
will major in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

“Being named the 
California Youth of the 
Year is the highest honor 
a Boys & Girls Club 
member can receive,” says 
Juan Guerra, Executive 
Director of the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club. “We 
are extremely proud of 
Madeline. Not only is 
she a role model for her 
peers and an inspiration 
for others, but she also 
exemplifies triumph in 
the face of adversity,” 
adds Guerra. 

Salazar, who is already 
Youth of the Year for the 
Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club, is among hundreds 
of local youth from across 
the country recognized 
by Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America (BGCA) for 
their sound character, 
leadership skills and 
willingness to give back 
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Madeline Salazar, 
a member of the 

Salesian Boys & Girls 
Club, has been awarded 
one of the Club’s highest 
honors. At just 17 Salazar 
was named Boys & Girls 
Clubs’ California Youth 
of the Year and received 
a $4,500 scholarship 
from the Reader’s Digest 
Foundation.

“My parents taught me 
to always strive for the 
best, and they tell me that 
anything is possible in 
life,” says Salazar. “I am a 
reflection of my parents, 
Eva and Jesus Salazar, 
and am proud of them for 
never giving up, despite 
the challenges that they 
face.” 

A resident of Boyle 
Heights and a senior at 
Theodore Roosevelt High 

to the community. The 
program, founded more 
than 60 years ago through 
the generosity of Reader’s 
Digest, recognizes 
outstanding contributions 
to a member’s family, 
school, community and 
Boys & Girls Club as well 
as personal challenges 
and obstacles overcome.

Salazar competed for the 
title of Pacific Region Youth 
of the Year and a $10,000 
scholarship. In September 
2009 five regional winners 
advanced to Washington, 
D.C., where they competed 
for the title of BGCA’s 
National Youth of the Year. 
The National Youth of the 
Year received an additional 
$15,000 college scholarship 
and was installed by the 
President in an Oval Office 
ceremony.

Three members of the 
Boys & Girls Club of San 
Fernando Valley won 
top honors in the City 
of LA’s African American 
Heritage Month poster 
contest. First place in 
Division II for 2nd and 
3rd graders was won by 
Ariana Gamble, whose 
poster, “Woman Coming 
from the Store with 
Collard Greens on Her 
Head” is shown here. For 
her winning entry Ariana 
received a $150 savings 
bond from Wells Fargo, 
a special certificate from 
Mayor Villaraigosa and 
tickets for her family to 
Disneyland. Ariana’s art 
work, along with that of 
other first-place winners, 
will be on display at Wells 
Fargo LA branches. 

Dioseline Lopez, a member 
of the Boys & Girls Club 
of East LA, was featured on 
an ESPN Women’s History 
Month special. Entitled 
“Her Story: Hispanic Girls 
in Sports,” the one-hour TV 
special focused on young 
athletes like Lopez, who 
is a star basketball player 
at Garfield High School in 
East LA, and surfer Bethany 
Hamilton, who made an 
extraordinary comeback 
after being attacked by a 
shark. You can see a video 
of the segment at www.
ESPN.com at “Her Story: 
Hispanic Girls in Sports.”

According to Anna Araujo, 
East LA BGCA Director, 
“Dioseline learned to play 
basketball six years ago 
at the Club. Now she’s 
receiving national attention 
and dreaming big. We 
know she’ll make it!”




